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Podium: Being used at both
Primary and Secondary level

Podcasting takes top spot at
Oakmag

Oakington Manor Foundation School and St

Mary Magdalen's RC Junior School are both

based in the London Borough of Brent and,

between them, educate in the region of

1,040 pupils. Over the past five years, two

enthusiastic and dedicated teachers, Ophelia

Vanderpuye at Oakington Manor and Eneas

McNulty at St Mary Magdalen's, have been

working closely together to bring new

technologies into their respective schools.

Their Oak Mag Radio Network is an online radio station designed to allow
pupils to express opinions and showcase creativity through this highly
effective medium. Now, with the use of Podium, Oakington Manor and St
Mary Magdalen's have been able to incorporate podcasting into their
lessons.

With Podium in place and a group of enthusiastic students raring to go,
Ophelia and Eneas set about guiding and encouraging the creation of
entertaining and engaging content for the radio station.

"We are really proud of what the children have achieved using Podium,"
comments Ophelia. "We have seen them create, produce and publish
material to an exceptional standard. Since Podium's introduction, we have
been bombarded by children of all ages and abilities who actually want to
participate and they are never short of ideas! Podium has enabled us to
offer the children a blank canvas and we just sit back and watch in
amazement as they paint it!"

Podcasting and poetry go hand-
in-hand at Sacred Heart

Sacred Heart RC Comprehensive is a 750-
pupil mixed secondary school situated in
Redcar and Cleveland. With an eclectic mix
of attendees from many different
backgrounds, teachers at the school work
hard to provide innovative and exciting ways
of engaging pupils across all areas of the
curriculum.

The concept of podcasting in the classroom

was first discussed after the school became a participant in a DFES pilot
project looking specifically at teaching English and ICT. During an initial
session, podcasting was mentioned as a tool that could help facilitate the
project and the school became interested in the technology.

Becky Bowater an English teacher at the school, comments, “Typically our
students' language is littered with local dialect and colloquialisms, which
understandably, impedes speaking and listening. We saw podcasting as an
excellent medium that could help get students more in tune with their
articulation. We used Podium because it was so simple to get to grips with,
which meant we could focus on the heart of the activity and not get
wrapped up in how to use the technology.

"Podium removes pupils' fear of talking in class and in front of other people
to convey their ideas. Our pupils have become more empowered and their
word choice and composition is more thorough."

To read both of these case studies in full or to read about other schools using Podium, visit www.podiumpodcasting.com/casestudies
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